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The second Israeli Go congress and championship was held during December 22-24 in Rosh
Ha'Ayin, Israel.

Following last year's success, the Congress drew record attendance with participants, adults &
youth from all over the country, north to south, from Kiryat Shmona to Beer-Sheba coming.
For the first time overseas participants from Sweden, China and USA joined the tournament.

The opening ceremony was very impressive. The ambassador of Japan in Israel spoke, the
First secretary/ cultural attaché attending, followed by a speech from the mayor of Rosh
Ha'Ayin, and many senior municipality officials attending. Both the Ambassador of Japan and
the Mayor congratulated the participants and wished them success. The Mayor indicated that
the city is proud to host the event, which has become a tradition for Rosh Ha'Ayin.
To give the glow to the ceremony a group of Jazz dancers, danced to the sounds of
energetic Japanese music.
The new champions are: Leonid Entin (4dan), from Modiin - Adults Champion.

Amir Fragman (2dan), from Rosh Ha'Ayin - Youth Champion.

Shavit Fragman, president of the Israeli Go association and "Mind Go Club", organized this
congress, which received the auspices of Rosh Ha'Ayin municipality and Matnas "Lev Afek"

The "championship-deciding game" for the adults happened in the fifth round, with intense
fighting game between Leonid Entin (Israel) and Lian Yu (China), which ended with the smallest
possible margin of half a point to Leonid.

During the congress many Go introduction workshops were held. They included teaching "the
capture game", play on small boards, Hikaru No Go anime, and games with the senior players.

*

Winners (left): Leonid, Lian,A . ayor, President of Go Association ~Ambassador of Japan views photo
Amir, Dror, Shachar Ambassador of Japan gallery at congress site
r

Congress closing ceremony Leonid and Lian

More details are available on website: www.go-mind.com
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